local matters
example lesson plans
The following lesson plans are designed to provide teachers with a framework for effectively integrating local government issues into lessons in accordance with Key Stage 3 curriculum requirements.  The plans are intended to be flexible, and should be used as a basis upon which to construct the lessons taking into account the relevant local authority, the community which it serves together with its responsibilities and challenges.

There are two lesson plans.  The first represents a general introduction to local government and aims to familiarize pupils with its purpose, structure and process. Lesson two will be directed towards helping pupils develop a project on local matters.
The plans are supported by a number of materials and web-links; however, teachers may wish to develop their own resources as appropriate.
suggested internet links for further research and information

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/citizenx/index.shtml
BBC citizen X website
www.childrens-express.org
a site offering information and lesson plans

www.citizen.org.uk/democracy
Institute for Citizenship – excellent educational site for all things government, including resources and lesson plans

www.councillor.gov.uk 
a site that helps you find and contact your local councillor
www.dfes.gov.uk/citizenship
Department for Education and Skills citizenship information
www.gnn.gov.uk
Government News Network

www.direct.gov.uk
offering a wide range of government information and services
www.info4local.gov.uk   

information for local government from central government
www.idea.gov.uk 

Improvement and Development Agency

www.localdemocracy.org.uk 

Local Government Association’s Local Democracy Campaign website

www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/citizenship/ 

Teachernet citizenship teaching resources

www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk
Association of Citizenship Teachers – includes useful resources and downloads
lesson 1:  introduction to local government
materials:  local newspapers, worksheet 1, worksheet 2, whiteboard, web-links

aims
Students will be encouraged to think about and actively engage with the following themes:

· Local government – what is it and why do we need it?

· What is the difference between local and central government?

· How is it organised / financed? 
· How does it operate?

· ‘What can I do to make a difference’?

background:  decision-making, central and local government 
materials:  whiteboard
15 minutes

Introduce the topic, outlining the session’s aims.  Using interactive Q&A, set the scene of local government by discussing its wider context, notably the concept of decision-making, citizen and government responsibility.  Record the main points of discussion on the whiteboard for reference.  
· It is important for students to realize that they actually make a lot of decisions for themselves, such as what to wear, how to spend their pocket money; but they cannot make every decision on the issues that affect them.
· Many decisions are made on behalf of countries and societies, and each country has a set of rules which helps it address problems and decide who gets what and how. 

· In Britain, the backbone of this political process is the Government headed by the Prime Minister and Cabinet – specifically central government, a complex set up composed of elected representatives, who direct and decide national policy.
· As citizens of the UK we decide who gets into power and makes our decisions by voting in general elections.
· However, given the complex and huge demands of modern society, it is necessary to have decisions made on a local as well as on the central level, hence the presence of local government.  

· Local government is built around the same democratic principles as central government:  Local authorities are responsible for their own areas and may have control over issues such as education and transport. As with central government, citizens of local communities can elect the local representatives we believe are best qualified to make decisions on our behalf.
part 1:  group activity / teacher-led Q&A 

local government:  purpose and structure

materials:  worksheet 1
15 minutes

This exercise provides opportunities for students to identify the main areas controlled by local government, building upon the previous discussion.  Divide the class into small groups and ask them to further discuss the concept of local government, decision-making and democracy. It is also a useful means of gauging the level of knowledge and differentiating accordingly.  

· The most common areas controlled by local government include:  education, employment, social services, environmental health, amenity services (i.e. leisure).   These should be treated as ‘umbrella categories’ as the specific services vary from council to council.   You may wish to contact your local council for full details of services provided in your area.

· Students should be encouraged to think independently about how local government might be funded and organised.
1. First, in cooperative learning groups the students will discuss why they think local government is important and what it does (refer to worksheet 1).
2. As a whole class brainstorm the ideas discussed in the groups.  List the responses on the whiteboard.

3. Use the opportunity to clarify the main features of local government, highlighting once again its democratic character including the relevance of different political parties, the way it is financed, the principal players and the local residents’ role in influencing local decisions.
4. Now, ask the class how they think they would be able to influence local government, emphasizing the importance of awareness and voting.
part 2:  group activity
local government and local issues:  ‘How can I make a difference?’

materials:  local newspapers  
15 minutes
This section provides students with an opportunity to put some of the points explored into perspective by developing an awareness of issues affecting their area together with ideas for improving local services and influencing local decisions.
1. Leaving students in their groups, ask if they can think of any part of their area they would like to see improved. Pupils can use their own knowledge or refer to the local paper for information. Ask each group to pick one problem and write down their reasons for selecting that issue, together with possible strategies for addressing it. How would they go about trying to change things? Topics could be anything from road safety to school dinners, or campaigns to protect the environment.  
2. Go around the room, collect the groups’ ideas and record them on the whiteboard.  

part 3:  individual activity (homework)
materials:  worksheet 2, web links (find local council website): www.direct.gov.uk
Homework:  Find out about your local council.  Building on the classroom research, students will be required individually to research and find out about their local council, councillors and wards to give them a clear picture of how their council is organised (using worksheet 2).    

lesson 2:  local matters project
materials:  homework sheet, whiteboard

aims

· recap on previous lesson

· share homework research

· local government project debate exercise
· provide students with project options

part 1:  recap
materials:  whiteboard, homework sheet

10 minutes
Introduce the session and recap on the previous lesson, inviting students to share their research findings.  Using Q&A, draw the different strands explored in the first session together to paint a picture of the class’s local authority – identifying the main features, issues and challenges.

part 2:  project debate activity
20 minutes
The purpose of the following activity is to encourage students to think about the process involved in developing a local project. It allows them to tackle an idea on all fronts, taking into account real local concerns such as security, environment, financial resources, and public opinion.  The objective is to raise awareness of the factors involved in the local decision-making process together with logistical obstacles to implementing a particular project.  It is an excellent way of developing debating skills and encouraging full student participation, while drawing the different elements of local government together.
debate:

Divide the class into two groups.  Ask one of the groups to imagine they work for a local council and are planning a new youth club.  They think it’s a great idea as it would create jobs and provide valuable youth services, including sport and education.
Ask the other group to imagine they are a group of local residents.  They don’t feel there is a need for another youth club and believe the council could spend its money more constructively.  The group also believes that the youth club may attract the wrong type of young people who would disrupt the otherwise quiet area.

The idea is for both groups to engage in debate and try to persuade the other that their position is the correct one. Each group should discuss and write down their ideas, followed by open debate in which students take turns to speak.

Write down a list of points on the board that students should consider when putting together their arguments:

council group:

· What are the benefits of a youth club?
· Why is another one necessary?

· What activities will take place?

· How much will it cost?

· How can it be guaranteed to succeed?

· How many jobs can it create?

      residents’ group:
· How could the money be better spent? (based on knowledge of local problems and campaigns)
· What are the disadvantages of a youth club in your area?

· What are your main concerns?

part 3: deciding on a project

15 minutes

The previous activity is a hypothetical exercise, although it touches upon realistic concerns and processes.  It provides a kind of template, which pupils can then adapt to a real-life local issue or campaign.  Therefore, the project will ideally be based on an actual local scenario. 
In light of everything that has been discussed in class, ask pupils to pick an issue (e.g. by referring again to the local newspapers) and ask them to develop and produce one of the following:

· A proposal for a local project, including budget, advantages, possible disadvantages (and solutions for dealing with any problems).  Pupils could use surveys, talk to local representatives and/or residents as well as professionals, e.g. if this is a local transport project, they may wish to talk to a local transport manager, or bus driver etc.

· A video in documentary format, exploring a local campaign, be it in support of or in opposition to new plans.  Pupils could incorporate interviews with representatives and vox pops.
· The same as above, in the shape of a newspaper article.
Alternatively, pupils may wish to develop something completely original, which they could agree in advance with the teacher.

worksheet 1

local government services

In your groups, think about what local services are provided in your local community.  Try and list 10:

1.____________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________

4.____________________________________________________________

5.____________________________________________________________

6.____________________________________________________________

7.____________________________________________________________

8.____________________________________________________________

9.____________________________________________________________

10.___________________________________________________________

worksheet 2

homework research:  know your local council

Using the website www.direct.gov.uk, locate your local council and find its website. Now try and find the following facts:

1.  My local council is
________________________________________________________

2.  Council website address
________________________________________________________

3.  Each town and city is divided into areas called WARDS.  Each Ward is represented by an elected official called a councillor.

a. There are ________________ wards in my town.
b. There are________________ councillors representing my town.
c. The ward in which I live is called_______________________

d. My school’s ward is called____________________________ 

e. My councillor is______________________________________

f. My councillor represents the _______________ Party (Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat etc.)

4.  What’s happening in my area?
Identify three activities or projects taking place in your local area, e.g.  cultural events; local campaigns; community programmes etc.
(i)   ___________________________________________________

(ii)  ___________________________________________________

(iii) ___________________________________________________
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